
 For the Lord is good; Godôs steadfast love endures forever, 

and Godôs faithfulness to all generations. (Psalm 100:5) 

As you begin a new year, what do you do? Do you make resolutions, buy exercise equipment, or stock 
up on chocolate in case you are socked in with snow?  I think of a new Scripture for the year.  Mine is 
written at the top, and I would like for us to make this our church Scripture for 2010!  It is a verse that 
in its sixteen words encapsulates what we are seeking to do and become in 2010.  Let me break it 
down. 

God is truly goodðGod does not seek to hurt us or make our lives miserable.  In fact, God is so good 
that we can be assured that God will forever love us.  God will seek us out so that all things work to-
gether for the good of Godôs kingdom and for us for all eternity.  God seeks our best in every situation.  
So Psalm 100:5 causes us to ask:  What good things are out there that God wants to give us?  How can 
we encourage one another to look for the good things and to see good in our differing and sometimes 
difficult situations. 

The love of God does not stop with us, either.  Godôs faithfulness to the covenant of grace, love and 
mercy is for all generations springing up on this earth.  That is the challenge.  We cannot be a passive 
audience, expecting to see God work without us.  Then we would be like the gawkers who slow down 
to rubberneck at wrecks and end up wrecking themselves or being roadblocks. 

God is active in the world and Christôs word to us is that we are called to pass on the faith to all gen-
erationsðthose alive and those not yet born.  The Church re-establishes itself every generation.  How-
ever, the generation now coming of age is the least Christian of all.  How could so many high school 
and college graduates not even attend worship services?  I recently saw statistics that the group of 
ñNonesòðthose answering that they have no faithðhas risen 10% in the last 10 years. 

Such a situation arises because we have not lived the faith and we have not shared the faith.  Of all the 
denominations in the U.S.A., we have the highest average age.  As we had less children, membership 
has decreased.  We have done a poor job of passing on the faith and it shows.   Changing that takes 
commitment to actually live the faith openly and to stop being ñsilent Christians.ò  When we open our 
mouths, are we criticizing and judging, or are we seeking to help and minister to those around us? We 
are all under stress, and God wants us to help one another to see the Light of the World this New 
Year. 

So whether people are younger or older, or even unborn, God has said our church needs to be a 
church for all people of every generation.  Our goal is:  that all should know  Godôs love and grow in 
faith.  As we make decisions during this time of economic difficulty, societal turmoil and even fear for 
so many, we have to make them in bold faith.  That is our task this year:  To know the Faith and to 
live it boldly, with peacefulness, love, hope and belief.  God is alive! 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

Steve Dyer  
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What shall I wish thee?

Treasures of earth? 

Songs in the springtime, 

Pleasure and mirth? 

Flowers on thy pathway, 

Skies ever clear? 

Would this ensure thee 

A Happy New Year? 
 

What shall I wish thee? 

What can be found 

Bringing thee sunshine 

All the year round? 

Where is the treasure, 

Lasting and dear, 

That shall ensure thee 

A Happy New Year. 
 

Faith that increaseth, 

Walking in light;  

Hope that aboundeth, 

Happy and bright;  

Love that is perfect, 

Casting out fear; 

These shall ensure thee 

A Happy New Year. 
 

Peace in the Savior, 

Rest at His feet, 

Smile of His countenance 

Radiant and sweet, 

Joy in His presence! 

Christ ever near! 

This will ensure thee 

A Happy New Year! 
 

Frances Ridley Havergal  

 Deadlines...  

Newsletter 

items: 

The 15th of the 

preceding month 

 

Bulletin 

information and 

insert items:  

Wednesday morning  

9:00 a.m. 

 

Session Agenda 

Items: 

One week prior to the 

meeting 

 

 

NEW YEARõS WISHES   



    

  

EXCHANGE STUDENT 

Diane Latvala is the Regional Director for International Experience USA which is 
a non-profit foreign exchange student agency.  She has a Chinese girl, Sophie, 
that came here at the start of the school year and has been attending North Staf-
ford High School. Unfortunately the living arrangement did not work out.  Ms. Lat-
vala needs to find a new host family as soon as possible and wants to keep 
Sophie in the same school district.  "She is a good girl and needs a chance with 
a different host family."  Sophie is temporally staying with a guidance counselor 
from the school while a host family is being located. 

Sophie is in 10th grade and is 16 years old.  She has her own insurance, monthly 
spending money and will help with chores around the house.  However, in the 
Asian culture, they have been taught to study and not do chores around the 
home so she will need some instruction.  She can do basic things like set the ta-
ble, load the dishwasher, clean her room, etc.  Sophie wants to finish out this 
year at North Stafford and then she would be moved to the Richmond area and 
attend a private school for the last 2 years.   
Please call Diane Latvala at (571) 334-4179  or (703) 441-1790 if you are inter-
ested or know anyone who can take her for a few days, a few weeks or the re-
mainder of the school year.  An interview, home visit and background check are 
required. 
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CHILLI  
COOK-OFF 
January 23,2010  

 
Summit's Annual 

Chili Cook -off is   

Saturday, January 

23rd at 6:00 p.m. Pull 

out all of your chili 

recipes  and prepare 

to compete for  the 

prizes that will be 

awarded.  There will 

be 1st and 2nd place 

awards for each cate-

goryé.Hottest,  

Mildest, Sweetest, 

etc.   The 1st runner 

up of the òPeopleõs 

Choiceó category 

will win the  Golden 

Crock Pot!   There 

will be fun and food 

for the whole family.   

If you donõt have a 

favorite chili recipe, 

then prepare a salad, 

cornbread, or dessert 

for all to enjoy.   

The Red Apple Preschool children 
helped out with the White Gift program 
by doing ñChores for Charity.ò  They 
earned a total of $87.05 which was 
used to buy the turkeys for our White 
Gift families.   

A total of 12 turkeys were purchased 
and there was enough left over for a 
$10 gift card.   

Jane Conner prepared a ñThank Youò 
card for the children which included 
pictures of the turkeys they worked so 
hard for.  I know the families will enjoy 
having their turkey for Christmas din-
ner.  Thank you Red Apple!!!  

 Linda Sylvester 

CHORES FOR CHARITY 


