
We have much in store for Holy Week and Easter!  You can come and enjoy special mu-
sic, Food , Egg Hunt, Sunrise Service and worship for young and older. We have been striv-
ing and praying for this Lenten season, Holy Week, and Easter to be a most meaningful 
one for you, your family, and your neighbor. Come to church during this journey, and you 
will find your destination on Easter Sunday to be significant.  Bring your neighbor and let 
them celebrate and meet followers of the Risen Christ!  It is the most important Sunday! 

In Surprised by Hope, Tom Wright invites us to consider the fact that the message of Easter 
is actually much more extensive and much more important than many people realize. Itôs 
not that God once did a spectacular miracle in raising Jesus from the dead, but then de-
cided not to do too many others since then. Itôs not just that there is a life of bliss and glory 
to look forward to after death. The really big message of Easter is that Godôs new world has 
been inaugurated and unveiled in Jesus Christ and that we are invited to become part of 
it. Precisely because the resurrection of Jesus Christ was a bodily resurrection, and Jesus 
was raised with a transformed body, the power of Easter to transform and to heal our pre-
sent world must be put into effect. 

One of the prominent themes in the writings of Paul is his firm confidence concerning the 
resurrection of the body. But the meaning of Easter is by no means confined to hope be-
yond the grave.  Like the Gospel writers, he sees the resurrection of Jesus Christ as the 
start of a new world, a new creation, in which Jesus is already ruling and reigning as Lord. 
That truth has significant implications for the entire world and for the ordinary life of every 
man, woman and child. 

But Paul goes on to argue that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is actually just the first in-
stallment of a greater and more wonderful resurrection.  The victory won at Calvary and on 
Easter morning will be fully implemented when all enemies, including death itself, will be put 
under the feet of Christ. ñFor he must reign until he has put all enemies under his feet.ò (I 
Cor. 15:25)  In other words, we must waken up to the fact that Jesus is already reigning 
even though we do not yet see the full result of that reign. If we grasp the fact that the res-
urrection is the proof that the whole created order will be redeemed by Christ, then it trans-
forms almost every aspect of our lives. It gives us a new perspective on the need for justice 
and beauty in our world. It inspires us to a new life of personal holiness. And it gives us a 
new incentive for evangelism and mission. 

ñThe mission of the church is nothing more or less than the outworking, in the power of the 
Spirit, of Jesusô bodily resurrection, and thus the anticipation of the time when God will fill 
the earth with his glory, transform the old heavens and earth into the new, and raise his 
children from the dead to populate and rule over the redeemed world he has 
made.ò  (Surprised by Hope, p. 277) 

If we waken up to that truth, then that should give us the energy to think again about our 
Easter celebrations and how we can better reflect in our worship and church activities this 
fantastic truth that Jesus is alive. It should inspire our worship every Lordôs Day, and not 
just on Easter Day. 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

Steve Dyer  
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